November 14, 2006

A Regular Meeting of the Cortlandt Town Board was conducted on Tuesday, November 14, 2006 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting of the Cortlandt Town Hall, located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilperson



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilperson



ANN LINDAU



Councilperson



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilperson

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS//Director



ROSEMARY B./LASHER


DOTS/Asst. to Director



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES/Director



JOHN PALMIETTO


DES/Rec. Superintendent


JEFF TKACS



DES/Safety & Security


CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Resources Dir.



JUDY HERMESCH



Stenographer

* * * * * * * * * *   

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Supervisor Puglisi.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * * 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS on PROJECTS and ISSUES

Supervisor Puglisi appeared in a wheelchair and explained that two weeks ago she accidentally turned her ankle and the resulting injury required surgery.  She thanked everyone at the Hudson Valley Hospital Center for their excellent care during her two day hospitalization.

Winners of the poster contest for Red Ribbon Week were announced by Colleen Anderson, Director of the Youth Center and Becky Bell, her assistant.  Prizes were donated by merchants throughout the Town of Cortlandt who received sincere thanks for their cooperation in such a worthy cause.

Red Ribbon Week, embracing firm opposition to the use of drugs, is celebrated nationally from October 21st to 31st.  This year all children in grades K through 8 were invited and encouraged to create a poster with the theme “Be the best you can be, drug free.”   

* *   

Recipient of the Employee of the Quarter award for the second quarter of 2006 is Dawn Mahoney who works with the senior citizens at their center on Westbrook Drive.

Fran Surak, Director of the Senior Citizen Center, Councilmember Frank Farrell joined the Supervisor at the podium, along with Dawn and her family.
Supervisor Puglisi said Dawn had started her employment with the Town at the age of sixteen, working as a part time seasonal employee at the Charles Cook pool.  She currently holds the title of “Recreation Supervisor for the Senior Citizens.”
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS,(cont.)

Fran Surak said Dawn takes additional instruction in order to teach her senior populations such classes as tai chi and various arthritis exercises.  She said Dawn’s high level of integrity and patience well qualify her for her position.
Councilmember Farrell congratulated Dawn on behalf of the Town Board and presented her with the Employee of the Quarter award.

* * * * * * * * * * 

SAFETY & SECURITY REPORT

Jeff Tkacs said as part of the ongoing review of local radiological  preparedness and response capability of our community today, in conjunction with the Westchester County Emergency Operation Center Indian Point exercise, the Town Emergency Center was activated for this drill.  Two of our primary objectives were achieved.  One was communications between the EOC on response updates and classifications on the Indian Point status.  The other was that representatives of other groups such as school districts, fire departments and Town staff were invited into the Town’s operation center to coordinate and better understand our response plans.  
Lessons learned today from this successful exercise  will go into our after action report to further assist the Town in development of the ongoing review of Cortlandt’s Emergency Plan.

* * * * * * * * * * 

ROLL CALL

Town Clerk Dyckman took a roll call attendance which indicated the presence of all Town Board members.

* * * * * * * * * * 

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilwoman Ann Lindau said the Economic Challenge Committee has approached Buchanan, Peekskill and Croton to air our program on Cortlandt commerce which is shown on Channel 78 and highlights local businesses.  She has already secured a promise from Croton to air the show.

Christmas shopping will be available at the Tollhouse this weekend from 10 am to 4 pm.

* * * * * 

Councilmember John Sloan welcomed the additional residents to the meeting, saying he would reserve any remarks until a specific topic came up.
* * * * * 

Councilmember Frank Farrell noted how busy with varied activities our Parks Division is as evidenced by the meeting so far tonight.  He said that people should take advantage of the many services offered by the community.
The Councilman reported on his representation of the Town at the Croton Veteran’s Day ceremony on Saturday.

* *   

-2-

November 14, 2006

Town Board Minutes

TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Joe Cerreto said he chaired the Veterans Day event at Town Hall on Friday and he told the Supervisor her presence was sorely missed.  He said a lot of time and energy was put in to make the event a success.  He said he wanted to publicly acknowledge his debt to both Fremont Reif, Chairman of the Veterans Committee  and Karen Grexa, an employee in the Supervisor’s office, for them making the event run as smoothly as it did.

* * * * * * * * * * 

APPROVAL of MINUTES

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 24, 2006 and the Special Meeting of November 6, 2006 were unanimously approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman on motion made by Councilmember Sloan, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto.

* * * * * * * * * *   

PUBLIC HEARING

None.

* * * * * * * * * *   

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

Councilmember Sloan said that since many people in the audience were present to speak about the proposed sports’ complex on Watch Hill Road, perhaps the Town Attorney could give a brief overview which may answer some of our residents’ questions.

T. Wood said the property owner filed a petition requesting that the Town Board consider amending what’s known as a “Special Permit Provision” in the Zoning Ordinance that would allow the creation of an indoor ice skating facility on Watch Hill Road and Route 9A.  Under the Zoning Ordinance when these requests are received, it’s referred to the Town Planning Board.  They conduct Public Hearings and make recommendations to the Town Board.  This evening on the agenda, the Town Board will be receiving and filing the recommendation against the proposal from the Cortlandt Planning Board.
Once the Town Board receives it on the agenda as you see it, it is indicated that the board will take no further action.  That means, effectively, that the petition will cease at this point.  In order for the application to continue, a new petition would have to be filed or a different proposal would have to come in.

Speaker:  Stanley Graham, Millington Road, Cortlandt Manor
Subject:   Favors a sports’ complex.

* *

Speaker:  Lawrence Solomon, 54 Kings Ferry Road, Montrose

Subject:   Favors a sports’ complex.

* * 

Speaker:  Jeff Haines, 26 Wells Avenue, Croton on Hudson.


      Ice hockey coach for Hendrick Hudson High School.

Subject:    Favors a sports’ complex.  Cited lack of available ice time for
                  practice.
* *
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HEARING of CITIZENS, (cont.)

Speaker:   Marie Zarcone, Putnam Valley

Subject:    Favors a sports’ complex.

* * 

Speaker:   Mary Ellen Cheskie, Lake Road, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:    Against sports’ complex.  Would create tremendous amount of traffic.

* *  

Speaker:   Maureen McLoughlin, Oscawana Lake Road, Putnam Valley

Subject:    Favors a sports’ complex.
* *  

Speaker:  Nancy Burns, 32 Watch Hill Road, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:   Against sports’ complex at this particular location.

* * 

Speaker:   Parson Jacobs, sports coach for the Town of Cortlandt

Subject:    Favors a sports’ complex.  “The kids need it.”

* * 

Speaker:   Mary Jo Barry, 6 Rush Way, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:    Favors a sports’ complex.  Great for kids and also good for local

                  business.
* *  

Speaker:   Richard Proceder,  no address given.

Subject:    Should follow the code and abide by the Planning Board decision.
* * 

Speaker:   Jeff Zunn,  16 Sassi Drive, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:    Against at that location.  Residential property when he bought it.

* *   

Speaker:   Laura Marcus, Ellen Court, Cortlandt Manor
Subject:    Against sports’ complex at that location.

* * 

Speaker:   Bill Casey, 3 Overlook Oval, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:    Against sports’ complex at that location.

* *  

Speaker:  John Selez, Westminster Drive, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:   Against sports’ complex at that location.  Completely out of

                 character with neighborhood.
* *  

-4-
November 14, 2006

Town Board Minutes

HEARING of CITIZENS, (cont.)
Speaker:   Melissa Stone, Sassi Drive, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:    Against.  Should abide by the Zoning laws.

* * 

Speaker:   Paul Summer, Watch Hill Road, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:    Against putting a 69,000 square foot building on that site.
* *  

Speaker:   Chris Ward, Cheusa Lane, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:     Favors.  Will help our community and give children safe

                   environment.

* * 

Speaker:   Ed Mandel, Furnace Dock Road, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:    Not an appropriate facility for this location.

* * 

Speaker:   Lisa Dalton, 11 Pine Hill Road, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:    Favors.  A local developer is willing to erect a facility

                  that the Town would not.

* *

Speaker:   Frank Gatto, Laura Court, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:    Not at this location.

* *  

Speaker:  Dan Bouchi, 3 Donahue Court, Buchanan

Subject:   Favors.  Creating opportunities and options for our children.

* * 

Speaker:   Tino DeSilva, 3 Donahue Court, Buchanan

                   President of Hendrick Hudson Ice Hockey Club.

Subject:    Favors.

* *   

Speaker:  Saul Wachstein, Carol Court

Subject:   Against.  In the past month there have been three major accidents in the
                 area on Route 9A. 

* *   

Speaker:  Laurie Gershorn, Town of Cortlandt

Subject:   In favor of.  Val Santucci landscapes and maintains his properties     


     beautifully.

* * 

-5-

November 14, 2006

Town Board Minutes

HEARING of CITIZENS, (cont.)
Speaker:  Jill Sambori, 7 Flanders Lane, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:   Favors.

* * 

Speaker:   David Shea, 277 Lafayette Avenue, Cortlandt Manor
Subject:    Favors.  Mr. Santucci will put something up on that property.  This

                  may be a better use than a strip mall.

* *   

Speaker:  John DeBenedictis, Westminster Drive, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:   Against.  Abide by the existing Town laws.  Operate in accordance with

                 Master Plan.

Supervisor Puglisi said people who own property have a constitutional right to go through the process.  Then the elected officials have the obligation to hear from the community as is being done tonight and then render a decision.  The Board cannot stop someone who owns a piece of property from coming in and filing an application.  At the same time, the board uses their experiences and decision processes to come up with what they think is the correct decision on a particular application such as this.  It’s very difficult, knowing some people will be happy and some will not.  Perhaps a compromise can be reached and another site for an indoor ice-skating rink which the Supervisor feels the Town has needed for a long time.

Councilmember Farrell referred to e-mails that Town and Planning Board members had received over the last several weeks.  Much like tonight’s meeting they reflected the considered opinions of many people who took the time to think about this issue and write to the board.  Some of the e-mails were “weird”, accusing the boards of collusion or possibly having some way to personally benefit.  Mr. Farrell told a reporter that this has become somewhat of a heated issue with some people straying from the facts and getting into things that don’t pertain, making rather personal innuendoes and attacks.  Overall, like tonight, the discussion has been civil.
Councilmember Sloan said the board had received an extraordinary number of letters and emails, and the vast majority impressed him with how well thought out and literate they were.  

Councilmember Cerreto said he responded to all emails other than those he did not feel deserved an answer.  Some made personally derogatory remarks.  He said Mr. Santucci has been a gentleman to work with, dealings with him have been very professional.  He said some of the emails went out of their way to call Mr. Santucci names.  He said the Town is very concerned about the youth of our Town and one only has to look at our recreation brochure to confirm that. He said he thinks the sports complex is a fantastic project.  On the other hand this may not be the appropriate location.
At the suggestion of Councilmember Sloan, Supervisor Puglisi announced that the board would take a two minute break.
* * * * * * * * * *   
-6-

November 14, 2006

Town Board Minutes

BID REPORTS

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following bids be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted, as amended.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.

RESOLUTION NO. 368-06 – RE:  Receive and file bids opened on November 2, 2006 with respect to the roof replacement at Nor-West and award the contract for same.

* *  

RESOLUTION NO. 369-06 – RE:  Receive and file bids opened on November 9, 2006 with respect to the Jacobs Hill water tank and AMENDED to read  “reject same and authorize DOTS to re-advertise for bids.”
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * *  * * * * * * 

REPORTS

Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed:

April, 2006          DES/Recreation Division.

October, 2006     Purchasing Department, Town Justices and Town Clerk

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Letter from the New York State Police in response to a Town Board referral with respect to increased security at the Town Center.

* *   

Quarterly report from Westchester County with respect to the Sprout Brook Ash Pit.

* *  

Recommendation from the Planning Board with respect to a proposed zoning change to property located in the area of Route 9A and Watch Hill Road for a sports complex; and a petition from residents with respect to same.  Take no further action on this request.
* * 
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)
Letter from Governor Pataki with respect to $350,000 in funds available to the Town of Cortlandt to purchase property owned by Con Edison in Verplanck.

Discussion:  The Town of Cortlandt has been in contact with Con Edison to purchase land in that vicinity.  At all times we seek available grant monies and the Governor has set aside $350,000 for what will hopefully be the purchase of that land.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following letters be received and ordered filed and the resolution be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

Request from Marion Boddie to have a parcel located at 0 Hill and Dale Road to be placed into the Westchester County Sewer District.  Refer, also, to DOTS.

* *  

Letter from County Legislator George Oros with respect to the distribution to the local municipalities of the mortgage recording tax in a timely fashion. 

RESOLUTION NO. 370-06 – RE:  Resolution of support for the more timely distribution of the mortgage recording tax.

* *   

Letter from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to Governor George Pataki announcing an easement through the VA property in Montrose with respect to the Hudson River Greenway Program.

* * 

Letter from Hilmar Fenger with respect to Brook Lane.  Refer, also, to DOTS, DES and the Legal Department.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context and affixed to the original copy of this document.)

Councilmember Sloan moved to adopt the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 371-06 – RE:  Reappoint Bernard Stringer and Garrison Jackson as members of the PRC Advisory Board.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 372-06 – RE:  Amend the Temporary Service List.
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.) 

RESOLUTION NO. 373-06 – RE:  Authorize the real estate closure and purchase by the Town of a parcel known as the Condon property.  Authorize DOTS/DES to prepare an RFP for a management consultant evaluation and financial analysis with respect to same.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the Town had already bonded for this property and has been renting the site for our sanitation facility for over thirty years.  She said the authorization would be signed this week.  The money is in the bank and it was already subject to a permissive referendum last year.
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* *   

Councilmember Farrell moved for adoption of the following resolution, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 374-06 – RE:  Authorize an IMA with the Village of Croton with respect to DARE Services.

At the request of the Supervisor, Town Clerk Dyckman took a polled vote:



Councilmember Sloan`


No,



Councilmember Cerreto


No,



Supervisor Puglisi



Yes,



Councilmember Lindau


Yes,



Councilmember Farrell


Yes.

The resolution was declared adopted.

* * * * *
Councilmember Sloan moved for adoption of the following resolutions seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:
RESOLUTION NO. 375-06 – RE:  Authorize DES/Recreation to purchase security cameras with respect to the Charles Cook Pool and Park.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 376-06 – RE:  Award a contract with respect to an asbestos lead paint evaluation at the Martin house.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said this is part of the property deeded to the Town by James Martin.  An evaluation needs to be done to determine whether it is an historic home and, also, whether there is asbestos or lead paint.
* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 377-06 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to apply for grant funds with respect to a Master Plan for the Annsville Circle.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * *
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)
Councilmember Sloan moved to adopt the following resolution, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:
RESOLUTION NO. 378-06 – RE:  Reaffirm Town Board Resolution No. 156-06 with respect to Indian Point nuclear facility and request the New York State Department of Health, the NYS DEC and the United States EPA review the issues pertaining to the radioactive leaks at the Indian Point nuclear plant and verify and confirm the findings of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, AMENDED to include “and support Bill H.R. 4891 in the House of Representatives.”
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi advised that residents of the Town had requested that Cortlandt support this bill.  Upon research and evaluation the Board will tack on an amend to the other resolution that had been adopted in April.  We are basically reaffirming this bipartisan bill.
A polled vote of the board taken by Town Clerk Dyckman resulted in the following:



Councilmember Sloan



Yes,



Councilmember Cerreto



No,



Supervisor Puglisi




Yes,



Councilmember Lindau



Yes,



Councilmember Farrell



Yes.

The resolution was declared adopted.
* * 

Councilmember Sloan moved for adoption of the following resolution, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 379-06 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for February, 2007 to consider a zoning change with respect to the FDR VA property located in Montrose, and refer to the Planning Board.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * * 

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda and that they be received and ordered filed, as amended.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.

Letter from Blomster Field Flying Service LLC with respect to the Peekskill seaplane base.AMENDED to include “Refer to the Legal Department and DOTS.”
Discussion:  Councilmember Lindau asked that this matter be referred to the Legal Department.  The Town Attorney asked that it also be forwarded to DOTS.

* * 

Letter from Doris Smith with respect to a vacant garage on Cortlandt Avenue and refer to DES, DOTS and the Legal Department.

* *  
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)
Petition from residents of Dimond Avenue requesting speed humps.  Refer to  DES, DOTS and Traffic Safety Committee.
There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * * * * * * * 

BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Cerreto moved for adoption of the following resolution seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 380-06 – RE:  Authorize budget transfers.

Discussion:  Comptroller Glenn Cestaro gave a detailed account of the budget transfers.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *  

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * * 


REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* * * * * * * * * * 

SECOND HEARING of CITIZENS
Speaker:  Pearl Lowey, Dimond Avenue, Cortlandt Manor.

Subject:   Presented a petition requesting speed humps along Dimond Avenue.

In response to a question posed by the Supervisor, Town Attorney Wood said the petition could be received and ordered filed under the “Additions to the Agenda” portion of the business meeting.

* * 

Speaker:  Gary Shaw, 9 Van Cortlandt Place, Croton-on-Hudson
Subject:   Thanks for endorsement of current legislation in Congress with respect


     to Indian Point.
* * 
Speaker:  Glen Richley, Benedict Boulevard, Croton-on-Hudson

Subject:   Thanks to the board on passing the resolution on the independent safety


      inspection at Indian Point.

* *  

Speaker:  Hilmar Fenger, 40 Prospect Place, Croton-on-Hudson
Subject:   Application for three lots of Brook Lane Estates.

* * 
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HEARING of CITIZENS, (cont.)
Speaker:  Donna Davis, 11 Dimond Avenue, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:   Traffic situation on Dimond Avenue.

* * 

Speaker:  Mike Ubane, Dimond Avenue, Cortlandt Manor
Subject:   Very dangerous road.  Also overgrown brush could be

                  removed.

* * 

Speaker:  Ruby Horton, Dimond Avenue, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:   Dangerous conditions on Dimond Avenue.
* * 

Speaker:  Barbara McKenner, bus driver for Dimond Avenue stops

Subject:   Dangerous for students.
* *  

Speaker:  Russelll Lowey, Dimond Avenue, Cortlandt Manor

Subject:   Intolerable condition.
* *   

Speaker:  John DeBenedictis, Westminster Drive

Subject:   Can the Town assess a developer a fee when they make


     application to the Town.  Money to be used at Town’s discretion.
* * * * * * * * * * 

ADJOURNMENT

There was no additional business and the meeting was adjourned at 10:03 pm on motion of Councilmember Lindau, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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